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For ten years I was a lobbyist.  It paid well, and at first I felt like I was 
doing a public service, but that didn’t last very long, and I began 
looking for an exit plan.  My life’s ambition was to travel the world – 
that is, more than just the average two-week vacation per year.  I had 
to find a way to fund my adventures, but it also had to be something I 
enjoyed.  
 
After writing a few travel articles for other publications, the concept of 
my own travel blog started to become more and more appealing.   
 
There are a lot of advantages to operating your own blog.  First, you 
have total creative freedom – not only with the look of your site, but 
you do not have to follow editor’s guidelines.  You can use your own 

voice, the articles can be as long or as short as you like.  Humor or sarcasm?  Whatever you feel makes the post more 
interesting. You choose the photos you want your readers to see, even selfies if your blog is more personality-driven than 
information-driven.   
 
The two benefits associated with a travel blog are (1) free perks and travel, and (2) income.  At first, the type of perks will 
be things like a free meal, or a ticket to an amusement, festival, wine tasting, performance, etc.  In return for these extras, 
you’ll be expected to write a review or short post. Free press trips will require longer, multiple posts.  
 
It’s possible to make money with your blog, too. There are a variety of ways to bring income in.  
 

 Content – other blogs will pay you to re-post your article or commission you to write content for them; 

 Social Media – destinations pay you to post about your experience across your social media, and sometimes they hire 
you to do their social media; 

 Affiliate Partnerships – this could be anything from a flat payment to put a banner on your site, a link to a hotel within 
your content which can pay a commission when clicked, or selling products on your site. 

 Brands – working with brands is customized.  You become an “Ambassador” for their product or service and they pay 
you to represent them in various ways on your blog and social media. 

 
You don’t need to be a tech wizard to set up a blog, either.  I created my blog, Luggage and Lipstick, all by myself, and I 
consider myself to be somewhat technically challenged.   
 
Like any other entrepreneurial venture, financial independence doesn’t happen overnight, but it is possible.  At first, I was  
enjoying the free meals and entrance to fun activities and then came weekends at resorts,  And I used the extra money I 
made to buy things like a new, expensive über-light solid-state laptop, a four-piece polycarbonate luggage set, and other 
things I’d been wanting but were not in my budget. 
 
Before long I was being invited to attend fully-paid press trips. Just a few of those per year can add up to tens of 
thousands of dollars.  On one free trip to the Azores this year, I not only got great material for posts, but the tourism 
people approached me to advertise on my blog, and organize another blogger press trip and a consumer spa/adventure 
retreat trip for 2017!  
 
But the best part of travel blogging is the quality of life it gives me and endless opportunities for having fun.   I spent the 
month of July in Europe, starting with the turquoise beaches on the Greek Island of Corfu.  I traveled throughout the 
undiscovered gems of Albania and Macedonia where I had access to fairytale castles, mountaintop fortresses, fascinating 



ancient ruins, tropical beaches, quirky capital cities, ate mussels and octopus just pulled from the surrounding sea and 
sampled the local plum brandy, rakija. I visited Prague, one of the most beautiful cities in Europe.  I boated along the 
colorful canals under a periwinkle blue sky in Copenhagen. In Stockholm I donned a heavy fur-lined hooded cape to drink 
Prosecco in the Ice Bar, then created my own “Dancing Queen” video at the Abba Museum.  From the looks of the video, 
one might guess that I’d been to the Ice Bar first!  
 
All of that was on someone else’s dime.  
 
Last night I arrived in South Korea and this morning I am hitting the ground running. There’s so much to see and do in this 
country.  In Seoul I’ll visit the ancient Gyeongbokgung Palace, the traditional Bukchon Hanok Village, and try the authentic 
street food and shop for handcrafts in Namdaemun Market.  Then it’s on to Jeju Island off the southern coast.  Jeju is 
known as the “Hawaii of Korea” with beautiful aqua beaches and mountaintop vistas. In Suwon I’ll walk on top of the 
ancient walls of the Hwaseong Fortress and maybe even visit the quirky Toilet Museum. 
 
I stuck with my blog, and it has really paid off.  This year TripAdvisor has named me one of “20 Baby Boomer Travel 
Bloggers Having More Fun Than Millennials” and Credit Donkey listed me in “Best Female Travel Blogs to Follow in 
2016.” 
 
But the best part?  Beginning in January 2016, I was able to quit my lobbyist job and dedicate myself to full time travel and 
blogging.  Life has never been more fun.  

 


