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Six years ago I was a lobbyist.  It was a stressful job, and let’s face it, politics 
is like watching sausages being made – you really don’t want to know what’s 
inside. 
 
So I came up with an exit plan.  I wanted to create a better lifestyle for 
myself.  I wanted more adventure.  I wanted to travel more.  I wanted to be in 
control of my own destiny. 
 
One of the pathways I used to disentangle myself from the world of politics 
and improve my quality of life was to create my own travel blog.  A travel 
blog can open the door to all sorts of economic and lifestyle 

enhancements… 
 
…You’ve heard the fad teenage expression, “I do what I want.”  Well, I really do.  I am my own boss.  I work at home – in 
my pajamas.  I work as few or as many hours as I feel like.   
 
… I jet-set all over the world, on someone else’s dime.  Once you have a successful blog, you become an “influencer,” 
and destinations will be clamoring for you to visit.  I’m now at the point where I am turning down invitations to press trips  
because I have all the free travel I can handle. 
 
… I set my own schedule.  I can work my trips around important events and holidays.   
 
… I earn passively through with brands to promote products that I’ve tested and loved. 
 
…I get to write using my own “voice” – no writer’s guidelines or rules to follow. 
 
…While traveling to get content for my blog, I also get extra material that I use to write paid stories for other blogs and 
online and print travel magazines.   
 
Within a few years, I was able to quit my lobbying job.  Now, instead of traveling only the “traditional” two weeks of 
vacation every year, I travel every month to exotic, cultural, adventurous, and gastronomic destinations that others only 
dream of.  
 
Last month I spent two weeks in and around Cairns, Australia.  Every day brought a new adventure.  I went scuba diving 
in the Great Barrier Reef, the longest reef in the world; I took a cable car high up into the world’s oldest rainforest, drove 
around in an ATV, then took a scenic train ride back down; I learned how to throw a boomerang from an Aborigine – the 
oldest culture in the world; I kayaked and swam in the warm, crystal aqua-green waters around Fitzroy Island; I flew over 
the stunning, jaw-dropping Whitsunday Islands; I stayed in a ultra-luxurious contemporary penthouse with floor –to-ceiling 
windows and a terrace overlooking the waterfront. I ate kangaroo, crocodile, and of course Vegemite.  
 
I will be spending almost all of next month in Eastern Europe – Hungary, Romania, Moldovia, and Ukraine.  I haven’t been 
to any of those countries, and I’m really excited about embarking on this new escapade.  I foresee lots of castles, history, 
and scrumptious food and wine on that trip.  
 
I’m also traveling to Cuba this summer.  I’ve wanted to go for a long time, but it’s still illegal for most Americans to visit the 
island.  But because I have a successful blog, I have the freedom to travel to Cuba under the newly approved category of 
“journalistic activity.” I’m excited about traveling throughout the country, staying in casa particulares or private homestays 



with local families, taking salsa lessons, driving in 1950’s cars, and simply absorbing the culture while it still retains its 
retro charm.  
 
Another blogging perk is that I can live wherever I want.  I yearned to get away from the cold, long winters of New 
England.  Now all I need is my laptop and I can work anywhere in the world.  Currently, I’m liv ing in South Carolina and I 
love it.  But who knows?  I may decide I’d like to try someplace different, perhaps abroad, and I’ll be free to go at will! 
 
Starting my blog was easy.  I didn’t have to hire anyone, I did it myself, and trust me, I’m not a tech ie.  I found a pre-made 
template that I liked and customized it to fit my personality and brand. I can add or edit my posts, and downloading photos 
is a snap.  
 
I’m living my life on my own terms.  I like that. 


