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Chillin’ on a Houseboat in 
Naples, Florida

,��WIIQW��S�FI�SR�IZIV�SRI�W�FYGOI��PMW����.YW��QIR�MSR��LI��SVH��LSYWIFSE���ERH��SY�VI�WYVI��S�
evoke�romanticized�images�of�a�home��oating�on�the�
�E�IV�MR�WSQI�I�S�MG�TEVEHMWI���

8LI�QEVVMEKI�SJ�E��E�IV�FSYRH��LS�IP���S�E�
KSVKISYW��VSTMGEP�WI��MRK�GER�FI�JSYRH�VMKL��LIVI�MR�
the�United�States.��I�recently�stayed�on�a�magni�cent�
ZIWWIP�MR�2ETPIW���PSVMHE�ERH�-�LEZI�SRP��SRI��LMRK��S�
WE���-�GERRS���EM���S�KS�FEGO�

2ETPIW��PSGE�IH�SR��LI�WSY�L�IW��GSEW��SJ��PSVMHE�
SR��LI��YPJ�SJ�1I�MGS��MW�ER�YTWGEPI�GM����M�L�E�
TSTYPE�MSR�SJ�NYW��SZIV����������QER��SJ��LSQ�EVI�
�VERWTPER�W�JVSQ�GSSPIV�GPMQE�IW��

2ETPIW�MW�ORS�R�JSV�ER�EFYRHERGI�SJ�KSPJ�GSYVWIW��
JEW���I�TIRWMZI�GEVW��ERH�LMKL�IRH�WLSTW�ERH�
IE�IVMIW��2EQIH�Best�US�Luxury�Des�na�on�in�
��1��0�u������0�������������LI�GM���FSEW�W�QMPIW�
SJ��LM�I�WERH�EUYEQEVMRI�FIEGLIW��

:DONHU�V�5HWUHDW
&MPP��;EPOIV��,EVHMRK�EP�E�W�HVIEQIH�SJ�LEZMRK�E�
FIH�SR��LI��E�IV�MR�2ETPIW���,I�TYVGLEWIH�E�FSE��
WPMT�SR�2ETPIW�&E��ERH��IR��IEVW�PE�IV��M��FIGEQI�

LSQI��S��LE��LI�EJJIG�MSRE�IP��GEPPW��;EPOIV�W�
6I�VIE����E�������WUYEVI�JSS��LSYWIFSE���LE��LI�RS��
SJJIVW�JSV�VIR�EP��

�-�HIGMHIH��LE��E�LSYWIFSE���SYPH�FI�QSW��WYM�EFPI��
QEMRP��FIGEYWI�M��W�LEPJ�LSYWI�ERH�LEPJ�FSE����WEMH�
;EPOIV����1SW��FSE�W��MJ��SY�KS�MRWMHI���LI��VI�YWYEPP��
HEVO�ERH��LI��HSR���LEZI�ER�YTTIV�EVIE��S�ZMI���LI�
�E�IV��

&Y��RS��;EPOIV�W�6I�VIE����LI�����,EVFSV�1EW�IV�
FSE��MW�STIR��FVMKL��ERH�GSQJSV�EFPI���8LIVI�W�IEW��
EGGIWW�SJJ��LI�FEGO�FS���ERH�MJ��LI��MHI�MW�RS���SS�
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LMKL��SY�GER�NYW��W�IT�SJJ�SR�S��LI�HSGO��3R��LI�
second��oor�is�an�expansive�deck,�which�is�what�
QSW��TISTPI�YWI����8LI��PSZI�M��YT��LIVI���;EPOIV�
WEMH��

�SZIVMRK��LI�YTTIV�HIGO�MW�RS���SYV�W�ERHEVH�
GERST���3VMKMREPP����LI�FSE��LEH�E�PEVKI�IPIZIR�JSS��
YQFVIPPE�SR��LI�HIGO��WII�TLS�S�EFSZI����P�LSYKL�
E��VEG�MZI��M���EW�TVSFPIQE�MG��LIR��LI��MRH�FPI��MR�
SJJ��LI�SGIER����;M�L��LI�YQFVIPPE���SY�QMKL��EW��IPP�
KS�HS�R��S��LI�FIEGL�ERH��V���S�GE�GL�M����PEYKLIH�
Walker.��“Or�hang�onto�it�and��oat�to�Mexico!”�

�R��LMRK�EFSZI����QMPIW�TIV�LSYV��SYPH��EOI�M��
WEMPMRK��WS�;EPOIV�LEH��S�FYMPH�WSQI�LMRK��LE���SYPH�
WYW�EMR��LI��MRHW��LE��WSQI�MQIW�TEWW��LVSYKL�
2ETPIW��8LI�W�YVH��FY��E��VEG�MZI�GERST���WLS�R�
FIPS���MW�EFPI��S��M�LW�ERH��MRH�ERH�EPWS�WLMIPHW�
JVSQ�FS�L�WYR�ERH�VEMR��QEOMRK��LI�HIGO�YWEFPI�MR�
IZIV��WIEWSR�

It�wasn’t�easy�getting�the�52’�x�14’��berglass�boat�
to�the�slip,�though.�First�of�all,��nding�a��berglass�
LSYWIFSE��MR��PSVMHE�MW�E�GLEPPIRKI���8�TMGEPP���
LSYWIFSE�W�EVI�RS��HIWMKRIH�JSV�WEP���E�IV�SV�PSRK�
NSYVRI�W�SR��LI�SGIER�ERH�VMZIVFSE�W�EVI�QEHI�SY��
SJ�EPYQMRYQ���LMGL�MW�RS��GSRHYGMZI��S�WEP���E�IV��
8LIVI�EVI�SRP���LVII�SV�JSYV�QERYJEG�YVIVW��LE��
made��berglass�boats�in�the�past,�but�they�do�not�
QEOI��LIQ�ER�QSVI���

;EPOIV�JSYRH�LMW�FSE��RIEV�/RS�ZMPPI��8IRRIWWII��
8LI��LEH��S�SF�EMR�WTIGMEP�TIVQM�W��S�KS��LVSYKL�
/RS�ZMPPI�ERH��LE��ERSSKE��ERH��LI��LEH��S��EOI��LI�
top�off�of�the�upper�deck�to��t�under�bridges.�It�took�
�LVII�HE�W��S�HVMZI��LI�����QMPIW�SV�WS��S�2ETPIW��

��PS��SJ��LI�MRWMHI�JYVRMWLMRKW�GEQI��M�L��LI�FSE���

��o�o��o�u��v����bu�m�
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8LI�SY�HSSV�JYVRM�YVI�ERH�VYKW�EVVMZIH�EJ�IV�
�LI�FSE���EW�RIW�PIH�MR�S��LI�WPMT��8LI�E��VEG�MZI�
�nishing�touches�and�accessorizing�that�transformed�
�LI�ZIWWIP�MR�S��LI�REY�MGEP�FY��GSQJ��LSQI��IVI�
HSRI�F��MR�IVMSV�HIWMKRIV�/E�LPIIR�7GERPER��

;LIR�EWOIH�MJ�LI�IZIV��EOIW��LI�LSYWIFSE��SY��SR�S�
�LI�SGIER��;EPOIV��SPH�QI��LE��M��W�E�VIEP�FSE��ERH�M��
GER�KI��YT��S�ETTVS�MQE�IP�����QMPIW�TIV�LSYV��FY��
LI�HSIWR����EOI�M��SY��QYGL��QEMRP��FIGEYWI�SJ�EPP��LI�
JYVRMWLMRKW�ERH�H�GSV�MRWMHI����-���SYPH�FI�VSGOMRK�
ERH�VSPPMRK���LI�WEMH����-�LEZI�E�WQEPPIV�FSE���LE��-�YWI�
MJ�TISTPI��ER���S�KS�SY��MR��LI�SGIER��

�W�WKH��DUL�D
8LI�FMK�E��VEG�MSR�MW�RS��NYW���LI�FSE���FY��2ETPIW�
&E��M�WIPJ���W�SRI�SJ��LI�QSW��TSTYPEV�EVIEW�SJ�
2ETPIW���LI�FE��MW�LSQI��S��LI�&��H�,�����LI�(SGO�
6IW�EYVER���ERH��LI�8MOM�,Y��&EV��EPP��IPP�PMOIH��
:MWM�SVW�GER�VIR��FMOIW�E���LI�QEVMRE��ERH��LIVI�EVI�

QSVI��LER����VIW�EYVER�W��M�LMR��EPOMRK�HMW�ERGI�SJ�
�LI�FSE����7YRVMWI�E���LI�QEVMRE�MW�RS���S�FI�QMWWIH��

:DONL�J��LVWD�FH
��G��W�HHW
�����QMRY�I�W�VSPP��EOIW��SY��S��K�����W�HHW�
���WK��E�GSPSVJYP�LMW�SVMGEP��EPO�E��SJ�PYWL�
courtyards�brimming�with�fragrant��owers,�
ER�MUYI�)YVSTIER�JSYR�EMRW�ERH�GSR�IQTSVEV��
sculptures.��You’ll�also��nd�sophisticated�dining,�
WTIGMEP���GSJJII�WLSTW��ERH�GLMG�FSY�MUYIW�WIPPMRK�
the�latest�fashions,��ne�jewelry�and�accessories.��
;LI�LIV��SY�FVS�WI�SV�FY���TVITEVI�JSV��SYV�
WIRWIW��S�FI�MR�SZIVHVMZI��

�HDFK
�8LI�2ETPIW�1YRMGMTEP�&IEGL�ERH�4MIV�SR��LI�
W�YRRMRK��YPJ�SJ�1I�MGS�MW�ETTVS�MQE�IP��E�
���QMRY�I��EPO�JVSQ��LI�LSYWIFSE��ERH�QEVMRE����
7YRFE�LI�SR�WM��QMPIW�SJ�WYKEV�WERH�FIEGL��JVSPMG�

��F��RR��FR����F���R�������������V��������������������������������������������������������������������������������9�����R��5������7�����V���-������J�V������������



MR��LI��EVQ�EUYEQEVMRI�WYVJ��HSPTLMR�WMKL��NYW��
SJJ��LI�FIEGL��SV�VIIP�MR��SYV�GE�GL�JVSQ��LI����L��
GIR�YV��TMIV��8LI�FIEGL�MW��LI�TIVJIG��WTS���S�
WTIRH�LSYVW�SJ�JYR�ERH��S��E�GL��LI�WYR�HMT�MR�S�
�LI�SGIER���

(�SORUL�J��DSOHV
�WK��YH��H
)ZIV�SRI��LE��GSQIW��S�2ETPIW�HSIW���S��LMRKW��
�LI��KS��S�2ETPIW�&E���ERH���WK���H��H����WK���
�LI�LIEV��SJ�HS�R�S�R��ERH��LI�TIVJIG��FPIRH�SJ�
GSR�VSPPIH�FYWMRIWW�KVS��L�ERH�GLEVQMRK�WLSTW��
)ZIRMRK�SR��MJ�L�IZIR�W�JIE�YVI�PMZI�QYWMGEP�
TIVJSVQERGIW��LVSYKLSY���LI�WMHI�EPO�EVIEW�SJ�
��L��ZIRYI��EW��IPP�EW�HERGMRK�ERH�HMRMRK��

�H�FDGR
�SV�ZMFVER��RMKL�PMJI��LIEH��S��H�FDW����8LI�
QIKE�GSQTPI��SJJIVW�E�GSQFMRE�MSR�SJ�YTWGEPI�
VIW�EYVER�W��FEVW��ERH�VI�EMPIVW�EW��IPP�EW�PY�YV��
VIWMHIR�MEP�GSRHSQMRMYQW��1IVGE�S�LSW�W�E�
ZMFVER���IEV�VSYRH�IZIR��GEPIRHEV��M�L�QSW��
IZIR�W�JVII�ERH�STIR��S��LI�TYFPMG���VKYEFP����LI�
QSW��GLEVMWQE�MG�RMKL�PMJI�MR�2ETPIW�MW�JSYRH�MR�
1IVGEHS�E���LI����H��D�W�����8LI�GSR�IQTSVEV��
EVGLM�IG�YVI�ERH�YRHYPE�MRK�PMZI�QYWMG�FIGOSR�
passersby�who�then��nd�themselves�unable�to�tear�
E�E��JVSQ��LI�JVIRI�MG�ERH�JYR�E�QSWTLIVI��

��ROOH���R���
��JYR��E���S�WII�E�PS��SJ��LI�LMW�SV��ERH�GLEVQ�SJ�
2ETPIW�MW��M�L��LI�1DS�H�������H���������LE��VYRW�
WIZIR�HE�W�TIV��IIO���,ST�SR�E��ER��SJ��LI�W�STW�
ERH��LI��SYV�KYMHIW��MPP�IR�IV�EMR��SY��M�L��LI�

LMW�SV���LYQSVSYW�JSPOPSVI�ERH�PIKIRHW�SJ�2ETPIW��
8LIVI�W�EPWS��LI��DWH���K�WW�H��LMGL��MPP��EOI�
TEWWIRKIVW��S��E�IVJVSR��WLSTTMRK��LS�IP�ERH�
HMRMRK�HIW�MRE�MSRW�EPSRK�2ETPIW�&E��

�DPLO�����
8LIVI�W�TPIR����S�HS�JSV�EPP�EKIW�MR�2ETPIW��JSV�
�LSWI��LS��ER��QSVI��LER�E�VIPE�MRK�VIWTM�I��FMOI�
�SYVW��7IK�E���SYVW��QERE�II�ZMI�MRK��SYVW��ERH�E�
HE���VMT��S�1EVGS�-WPERH�EVI�NYW��E�JI��ST�MSRW��

;EPOIV�TY���LI�LSYWIFSE��YT�JSV�VIR�EP�SR��MVFRF�
RS��ORS�MRK��LE���S�I�TIG���8LI�VIR�EP��EW�WS��IPP�
VIGIMZIH��LE��LI��EW�IPIZE�IH��S�7YTIV�,SW��W�E�YW��
after�receiving�the�required�number�of��ve-star�
VE�MRKW���

�-��V���S��EOI�GEVI�SJ��LI�KYIW�W�ERH��I����LIQ�IZIV��
QSVRMRK���-�OIIT��EFW�SR��LIQ�ERH�QEOI�WYVI��LI��
HSR���RIIH�ER��LMRK���WEMH�;EPOIV���-��EOI�����S����
minutes�when�we��rst�get�to�the�boat�to�show�them�
IZIV��LMRK���ERH�PEYKLMRKP���LI�EHHW���8LIR�-�I�TIG��
them�to�call�me�that�night�and�say�“where�do�we��nd�
�LI�PMKL��W�M�GL���SV���LIVI�MW��LI�LEMV�HV�IV���

,MW�GSQFMRE�MSR�SJ�SGIER��LSQI�ERH�LSW��MW��SVOMRK��
;EPOIV�RS��LEW�E�PS��SJ�VITIE��GYW�SQIVW��SJ�IR�
FSSOMRK�MR�S��LI�RI����IEV��JVSQ�EPP�SZIV��LI��SVPH�

How does a week’s stay in Naples on a houseboat sound 
to you? If you’re the least bit tempted contact Walker 

today

Click here to get the details on Walker’s Retreat
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